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A CURRENT HISTORY PROJECT SUGGESTION 
IlM 3 
In the first issue (April 1975) of Applied Mathematics 
NOTES de mathgmatique applique, the editor (Colin W. Clark, 
University of British Columbia) writes: 
There is little doubt that the mathematical 
community of the seventies is a different entity from 
what it had become in the decades following World War 
II. More and more mathematicians--and more and more 
young people who might have become mathematicians-- 
are turning away from the abstractions of a few years 
ago, and looking towards problems that arise from 
contact with the real world. In my view, this is a 
healthy development for mathematics--and for the 
real world, too! 
It would be very interesting to trace, document, and expla 
the coming of the fashion for abstraction for its own sake, its 
dominance (?) , results, and apparent waning. 
THESES 
Susan P. Wright has completed at Harvard University a 
dissertation entitled “Henri Poincare: A developmental study 
of his philosophical and scientific thought .‘I 
Robert T. Craig completed his thesis “A history of finite 
group theory in the United States; 1888-1916” in September 1975 
at Yeshiva University. 
BIOGRAPHY OF NEWTON 
il 
According to the 1975 ACLS Newsletter 26(2-3)) 35, Richard 
S. Westfall of Indiana University has a Grant-in-aid for the 
preparation of a biography of Isaac Newton. 
